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    The Revelation of Jesus Christ to John is a great drama played out on three stages. 

The church. The world. And heaven. Chapter 1-3 paint an unsettling look at the 

church. Chapters 8-11 reveal a struggling world. But Chapters 4-5, John’s vision of 

heaven, give us hope.  

      In chapter four of Revelation, the throne is the first thing John sees. Everything 

else is described in relation to the throne. So, the throne is central. And then John says 

there is one seated on a throne. The one seated on the throne is described as both a lion 

and a lamb.  

      It is like the holographic image on our paper currency. You tilt it one way you see 

one image, you tilt it another, and you get another image.   

      The one on the throne has a scroll, with writing on the inside and the outside, 

sealed with seven seals. Seven is symbolic of perfection Most scrolls only have      

writing on one side because of the way the scrolls were made. However, if it was an 

important document, like a will, and the entire document needed to be kept together, 

there would be writing on the front and the back, and the scroll would then be sealed. 

      So, when we read about a scroll with writing on the front and the back, we are   

being told this is the whole story. God’s entire plan for creation is contained in this 

document.    

      At this point, John weeps, thinking there is no one worthy to open the scroll. We 

have a struggling church. A world in chaos. Who will open the scroll? Is all that God 

has for us to remain concealed, will it be withheld from us?  

      We have probably had some of the same questions. Whenever a natural disaster 

wipes out an entire town. Or when thousands die in a terrorist attack. Or when       

children are slaughtered in a school shooting. We wonder, who will save us? And we 

weep. And we pray.  

      Verse 8 of chapter five says of the twenty-four elders who fell before the Lamb on 

the throne, “Each (was) holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 

prayers of the saints.”  Our prayers are like incense to God.   

      Then one of the elders says, do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 

root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.  

The lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, this is the way the Messiah is         

described in both the Old and New Testament. John also describes him as a lamb who 

was slain and yet alive. We have the Christmas story, and the Easter story all rolled 

into one illustration.  

      All nations, tribes, races. People of every color and culture are a part of God’s 

kingdom. Verse 10 says we are “priests serving our God.” So, church, the question for 

us today. Who are we serving with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, 

and our witness? Are we serving ourselves? Or are we serving the risen Christ through 

God’s church?   

      This church was founded by families with a desire to worship and serve the risen 

Christ. It was once bursting at the seams. So, a new building was built. And now, the 

pews are far from filled.  

      There is a world in need of redemption. There are so many in our own community 

who need to hear the good news of the gospel of Jesus! Who will tell them about the 

lamb on the throne?  I pray it will be you and me.  May it be so in our lives today.    

I hope to see you in church Sunday, either in person or online! 

Blessings, Pastor Ann.  
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING  

Friends, we want to be in prayer for each other, without ceasing. Since we are not all meeting in person, please 

email your prayer request directly to: ann.mann@ngumc.net.  Please submit your request by noon on Saturday.       
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Prayer Requests this week:  Sydney Savage, Jeff Boyd, Mary Ramsey and Kerry Ramsey, Ava Raby and    

Anita Jones.   Please be in prayer for the families of Inga Criswell, Tony Hover, Tommy Stephens and  

Gary Weatherford.  

The committee is charged with engaging in biblical and theological reflections on the mission and ministries of 

the church. The Committee serves: 

 

WITH THE PASTOR 

As a friend, counselor, sounding board, and interpreter 

Not punitive—Not critical 

Affirming—Constructive 

WITH THE CONGREGATION 

As a listener and interpreter of expectations and needs for ministry 

WITH THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

As a friend and consultant (including the pastoral appointment process) 

WITH THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

As a recruiter of ministers 

 

 While the pastor is the supervisor for all church staff, the pastor and the committee work in concert to 

make sure the ministry needs of the congregation are being met. If you see one of our Pastor/Staff Parish          

Relations Committee members, please thank them for all they do throughout the year. They are always working 

behind the scenes in service to God’s holy church.  

 If there is someone you are thankful for, please let Pastor Ann know so we can include them in our   

Thankful Tuesday articles.  

 

We are so thankful for our Pastor/Staff Parish Relations Committee. This picture was taken at a recent training 

event. From left to right are Cindy Harris, Denny Malcom, Bruce Ford, Carol Ashford and Chair Vickie Sargent. 

Not pictured are James Johnson, James Childs, and Sherrell Malcom.  (Pastor Ann was also present but was      

taking the picture.)   

Thankful Tuesday 

mailto:ann.mann@ngumc.net
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Revelation Bible Study 

Each week we will discuss the sermon, and questions on the week’s reading. 

 

Week 2 (Revelation 4-10) 

Tuesday 9/21  

10 am-11 am in Fellowship Hall 

 

Week 3 (Revelation 11-14) 

Wednesday 9/29  

10 am-11 am in Fellowship Hall 

 

Week 4 (Revelation 15-18) 

Tuesday 10/5  

10 am-11 am in Fellowship Hall 

 

Week 5 (Revelation 19-22) 

Sunday 10/10 from 2-3pm  

(Note different day/time) in Fellowship Hall 

 

If there is interest, I am also willing to offer this study on Sunday afternoons.  

Please call Pastor Ann (770-256-4556) if Sunday is a better time for you.  

“The Revelation to John” Reading Plan 

Recommended reading: Discipleship on the Edge 

by Darrell W. Johnson 

Week 3 Revelation 11 Ex 4-11; Zec 2; 1 Cor 6:19-20; 1 Pet 2:5 

Revelation 12 Psalm 2; Matt 2:16-18; John 18:37; 

Heb 2:15 

Revelation 13 Isa 40:18,25; Dan 4:17; John 19:10-11; 

Eph 6:17 

Revelation 14 John 3:16; John 12:23-31; Rom 5:8; 

1 Tim 1:15; 

 Week 4 

 

 

 

Revelation 15 Ex 15; Deut 32; Psalm 2; Rom 12:1; 

Revelation 16 2 Kings 23; Eph 2:2; 2 Pet 3:9 

Revelation 17 Isaiah 1:21; John 19:15 

Revelation 18   

Nominations Committee Meeting 

 Our Lay Leadership Development Committee (Nominations) is meeting this Sunday, September 26th   

immediately after church in the Fellowship Hall. Lunch will be provided. At this time, we will be nominating 

people to serve in leadership in the church. If you receive a call asking you to serve, please know that your name 

was prayerfully considered. May we all say yes to the work we are called to do in God’s holy church! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Happenings 

Tuesday, September 21, 2021 

10AM-11AM  The Revelation to John Bible Study (FH) 

7 PM Youth Bible Study @ Cindy & Kenneth Little’s 

Wednesday, September 22, 2021 

7 AM Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 

7 PM  Chancel Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, September 26, 2021 

10 AM Sunday School (main Sanctuary Classrooms) 

10 AM Contemporary Worship (theChapel) 

11 AM Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 

Noon Nominations Committee - lunch provided (FH) 

5 PM  Long Range Planning (Fellowship Hall) 

Tuesday, September 28, 2021 

7 PM Youth Bible Study @ Cindy & Kenneth Little’s 

Wednesday, September 29, 2021 

10AM-11AM   The Revelation to John Bible Study (FH) 

7 AM Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 

7 PM  Chancel Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, October 3, 2021 Worldwide Communion 

9:15 AM Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 

10 AM Sunday School (main Sanctuary Classrooms) 

10 AM Contemporary Worship (theChapel) 

11 AM Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 

Noon   Staff Parish Relations (Fellowship Hall) 

Tuesday, October 5, 2021 

10AM-11AM   The Revelation to John Bible Study (FH) 

6:30 PM Young Adult Bible Study 

7 PM Youth Bible Study @ Cindy & Kenneth Little’s 

Wednesday, October 5, 2021 

7 AM Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 

7 PM  Chancel Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 

 

September 

20th Penny George-Oakley 

21st Janet McGaughey 

Ashley Middlebrooks 

22nd Addisyn Grace Hamby 

Sheri Rollins 

23rd Kenneth Ferguson 

26th  Sally Malcom 

27th Bruce Ford 

28th  Randy Miller 

29th  Betty Wilson 

30th  Greg & Kay Adcock 

*Anniversaries are in red* 

September 21, 2021 - October 9, 2021 
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****Newsletter Submissions**** 

Please submit any information , prayer requests or articles that you might have for the newsletter to the 

church office by Tuesday at noon, as the newsletter will be published on Tuesday.  Also, as a reminder, 

please have prayer requests submitted by noon on Thursday for the Sunday bulletin.  The church office 

email is:  unionchapel@windstream.net. 

  

 

Tithes and Offerings can be given either online 
from our website or  mail a check to our P.O. 

Box: 

Union Chapel UMC Finance 

P.O. Box 622,  Monroe, GA   30655 
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Celebrations 

***Administrative Information*** 

Church Office Hours 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  

9AM to 2PM 

*Please note, messages are not picked up during 

non office hours.  If you have an emergency out-

side office hours, please call:     

Pastor Ann on her cell, 770-256-4556  

or  

James Johnson, 678-767-2712  

Barbeque & Brunswick Stew 
Saturday, October 9th  

Pick up at 1 PM  

$10 per quart 
Place your order so that you do not 

miss out.  


