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2020 is a year I am glad to have behind us. As the new year begins… I am not a 

resolutions kind of girl, but this time of year is a good time to take stock of my life. What did I 

do well last year? What do I need to improve in the year to come?  

God’s desire for us is that we love God with all our heart, and soul and mind and 

strength, and love our neighbor as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-39). We are to live in relationship 

with God, and each other. Emmanuel means “God is with us.” God came to be with us, to live 

in relationship with us, and to equip us to live in loving relationship with each other.  

As we seek to live into this truth, we might ask ourselves what needs to change in our 

lives? With our habits? With the way we spend our time. Does the way we spend our time 

support our purpose of a closer relationship with God and with others? 

What needs to end as we begin a new year, to fully live into God’s purpose for our 

lives? 

While I am happy to see 2020 end, I am also reminded of many blessings that have 

come out of this season of COVID-19. Someone I love dearly chose to put their children in a 

Christian school, because their public school was meeting virtually. This family did not attend 

church, so now, their children are being exposed to the good news of Jesus Christ 5 days a 

week. Praise be to God!  

While I am certainly not happy about the virus, I can look back at 2020 and see many 

places where I received unexpected blessings. There has been so much more time for the study 

of God’s word, prayer, and time with family. I am forever grateful for the reminder to slow 

down and enjoy the blessings of every day. I want to encourage you to find joy in the simple 

things in this new year.  

Above all, I encourage you to read the Bible and pray daily. I invite you to join me in 

using the “Bible in One Year Application” (BIOY). Here is the link: 

 https://bibleinoneyear.org/ You can get free daily emails with the daily readings. Or 

you can access them on your phone through the free phone app. There is also a book you can 

purchase through Amazon. When we spend time in God’s word daily, we will be encouraged. 

Our lives and priorities will change as God’s Word fills our hearts and minds.  

Looking ahead to 2021, we will not be meeting in person this Sunday as a precaution 

during this COVID-19 spike. We will have an online message from Cindy Elsmore this 

Sunday. I look forward to the day when we can see each other again!  

Blessings! And Happy New Year!  

Ann 
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 Prayer Requests this week:    Pastor Ann, Phil & Lynn Aycock & family, Sandra Callaway, Jo Tiller, David 

Laycock, Susan Lugo, Sue Plumb, Cindy Little, Austin Little, Jimmy Guthrie, Linda Malcom, Brenda Mal-

com, Usher Malcom, Patty Wright, Flonnie Peters, Destiny Wright, Patsy & Donald Wright. All people suffer-

ing from COVID-19 and their family members.  

Families of:  Al Adcock, Gina Elsmore, Bobby McDonald & Charles Hamm 
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING  

Friends, we want to be in prayer for each other, without ceasing. On Sunday mornings, please write out your 

prayer request and place it in the offering plate in the lobby prior to the service. Pastor Ann will pick those up, 

and read those (unless it is marked confidential) during the pastoral prayer. Thank you for helping us make 

sure we don't miss a single prayer concern. You may also email your requests by noon Saturday to: 

ann.mann@ngumc.net.  

 

***Administrative News*** 

Hand Book and Program Calendar - It is once again time to report to the entire congregation on the work 

of the church in 2020.  We will compile the planned events to create monthly calendars for the coming year. 

The Hand Book and Program Calendar will be in an abbreviated format due to COVID-19 and will available 

to pick up at church when we resume Worship in the Sanctuary.  

 

Church Office Hours 

Normal office hours are resuming this week.  Susan will be in the office Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 

 

Please note, messages are not picked up during non office hours.  If you have an emergency outside 

office hours, please call Pastor Ann on her cell, 770-256-4556 or James Johnson, 678-767-2712. 

 

 

Thank you to our United Methodist Women who delivered Christmas bags to shut-ins. 

Save the Date! 

April 24, 2021 

Barbecue and Brunswick Stew 

Pick up will be around 1:00 PM.  $10.00 each. 

Children and Youth   

Our Children and Youth Ministries are a vital part of Union Chapel, however we are having to re-imagine all of our ac-

tivities. A meeting is planned in the first quarter of 2021 to talk about what kind of activities it is safe to schedule. 

Please know that dates will be added as we see how the year develops. If you have any questions, please contact 

Kenneth or Cindy Little.   

mailto:ann.mann@ngumc.net
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Weekly Happenings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for a Healthy and Safe New Year! 

Celebrations 
5th                  Alec Hamby 

6th                  Katherine Sargent   

7th                  Juanita Peters 

9th                  Don & Cathy Culpepper  

11th                Brandon Ferguson 

                       RG Baker 

13th                Kenneth Peters 

17th                Bethany Lynn Fuller 

21st                 Clay Harris 

22nd               Elaine Adcock 

27th                 David & Sally Malcom 

                        Joshua Malcom 

29th                 Larry & Sandra Callaway  

                        Julie Sargent 

***Anniversaries are in green.*** 

 

December 1, 2020 - January 19, 2021 
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Please submit any information that you might have for 

the newsletter to the church office by Tuesday at noon, 

as the newsletter will be published on Tuesday.  Also, 

as a reminder, please have prayer requests submitted by 

noon on Thursday for the Sunday bulletin.  The church 

office email is:  unionchapel@windstream.net. 

  

***Additional Church News*** 

    Due to the COVID-19 pandemic now affecting out 

community, we will be meeting virtually again, this 

coming Sunday, January 10, 2021.  Weekly, we will 

revisit whether we meet the following Sunday.   

    United Methodist Men & United Methodist 

Women are both canceled for January and prayerfully 

be rescheduled for February. 

    Meetings scheduled for Sunday, January 10th, 
Long Range Planning and Admin Council are  

canceled and will be rescheduled for a future date.   

    Also, there will be no Youth and Young Adult  

Bible Studies until further notice.   

    Look for updates on Facebook and the church  

website for the calendar.   

 

 

 

 

 

A few words from our  Finance Chair, Clay Harris: 

 

“I really love the repeated words of God is good 

all the time -- All the time, God is good!” 

 

As a side note, remember that you can continue to 

give your Pledges and Gifts either online from our 

website or mail a check to our P.O. Box: 

 

Union Chapel UMC Finance 

P.O. Box 622 

Monroe, GA   30655 


